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March 10: According to NEW YORK TIMES (03/11/87) correspondent in El Salvador James
LeMoyne, Arturo Cruz appears to have succeeded in provoking US officials to request other
contra leaders in Costa Rica to enter into negotiations to create a new UNO directorate. Two
contra officials said they believed the negotiations would prove to be very difficult. Cruz said in
a telephone interview that the FDN (Nicaraguan Democratic Front, main contra army) clique has
never permitted UNO to function. The US, by virtue of indecision and ambivalence, has supported
the FDN, he said, and did not pressure for reforms. "We need a strong, unified directorate. It can't
be made up of puppets." According to Cruz, "The contras have to show that they don't just want
to win power but that they want democracy. I left because I found that there was not political will
to make changes, but I believe that others will try to bring reform and I hope they are successful."
For many members of Congress Cruz's resignation was the death knell of any remaining hope for
civilian leadership of the contra movement. In the words of Democrat Senator Christopher Dodd,
"The contra policy is crumbling on its own, failing of it own weight...Arturo Cruz's decision sent a
stronger message than any vote in Congress could send."
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